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Goals: 1) Raise student confidence and reduce complexes toward both written/spoken expression

2) Understand components of complete answers

3) Improve the ability to find information and format it

4) To develop skills that facilitate ability to participate in pre-debate activities

5) To familiarize students with a range of issues likely to encountered socially and academically.
Submission Modes: Written submission/oral presentation to entire class and small groups
Topics/Questions (abbreviated list):
Personal Experienced based:
Bringing lunch to school (Pros/Cons/Stance), Seishin Gakuen (Good points/Bad points/Stance),
Dreams/Goals (What is your goal? Why is it important? How can you achieve it?), Make Seishin Better
(What do you want to change? Why? How can we change it?)
Researched Based:
Tokyo Earthquake: How many injured/fatalities? Cause of injury/fatality? Estimated Economic Impact?
Gaming: Most popular games in Japan/World? Most popular interfaces? How much time does the
average student play? What jobs are available in this industry? Poverty in Japan: Legal/Financial
definition of poverty/Median vs Mode/How many children in poverty?/Impacts of poverty? Cosmetic
Surgery should be prohibited (research/stance) Smoking should be banned (research/stance) Solar Power
(Pros/Cons/Stance) Relocation of the Capital from Tokyo (Pros/Cons/Stance)
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The goals of the 2022 H2 Science English II course were as follows:

» To give instruction in written composition, especially with regard to opinion essays, constructive

arguments, and rebuttals.

v

To enable the students to express their thoughts with regard to events in the world around them
as well as the opinions of others.

» To improve their skill in presentation and debate.

v

To enable the students to learn various science-related topics, particularly in the field of “soft

science”, using the CLIL (Combined Language In Learning) format.

v

To enable the students to become accustomed to hearing science-related lectures in English,

including by native speakers.

v

To foster critical thinking.

In December, a survey was conducted among the H2 students regarding the Science English II
course. The questionnaire was primarily concerned with the general English course “Can-Do”
list, but it also included questions related to the Science English goals listed above. 135 members
of the current H2 grade participated in the survey. Their results were as follows:

» With regard to English composition, 53% answered that they felt confident responding to
someone else’s opinion in written English. (Conversely, 20% replied that they felt little or no
confidence in doing so.) 65% said that they felt reasonably able to write an English essay
concerning a provided topic. (10% said that they didn’t feel very confident doing so, and 5%
replied that they were totally unable.)

» 39% answered that they felt confident writing and giving an English speech about a provided

topic. (20% said that they weren’t very confident, and 8% said they felt totally unable to do so.



31% replied that they weren’t sure.)

» 50% replied that they felt able to give an English presentation about a science-related topic.
(17% said they weren’t very confident, and 7% said they were totally unable to do so.)

» 33% answered that they felt able to express their thoughts regarding an event or another person’s
opinion in spoken English. (23% said that they weren’t very confident, while 8% said that they
felt totally unable to do so. 36% replied that they weren’t sure.)

» Unfortunately, for various reasons, this year’s debate training program started considerably later
than in most years, and it was reflected in the results. Almost all of the students expressed that
they’d wanted to start debate-related activities earlier. 25% answered that they felt able to
construct an argument or make a rebuttal in English, while 27% said they lacked confidence, and
16% said they felt totally unable to do so. (31% replied that they weren’t sure.)

» 50% expressed a strong interest in the CLIL science lessons, compared to 14% who said that
they weren’t so interested, and 8% who completely lacked interest.

» 66% reported that they were accustomed to hearing science-related talks in English and
reasonably able to comprehend them. In contrast, 9% said they didn’t feel very confident, and
13% said they felt totally unable to do so.

» 53% answered that the level of the lessons was suitable for them, compared to 15% who said
that it wasn’t.

(EFff - #REE & RRE])

Judging from the above results, it’s possible to say with confidence that the students’ skill level
rose in English written composition, presentation, and listening comprehension, as did their interest
in science-related topics. In particular, their ability to express critical thinking showed a marked
increase. However, it’s also possible that more reflection and improvement in our program is
needed in order to raise the students’ confidence in their English speaking ability as well as both

their interest and competence in the field of debate.

(1—3) THZHEEN (ER3IF -3 EHMN-2ENER)
(B - EBEREA]

Overview

In keeping with the normal senior high Science English program here at Seishin Gakuen, the stated

goals in that regard for the third year of senior high school for the 2022-2023 school year were:

1. To develop the students’ ability to read and comprehend English text concerning difficult topics
including science.

2. To develop the students’ ability to listen to and comprehend English speech concerning difficult
topics including science.

3. To develop the students’ ability to express their ideas and opinions or respond to those of others
using written English.

4 . To develop the students’ ability to express their ideas and opinions or respond to those of others
using spoken English.

5. To foster critical thinking and analysis among the students through various activities and projects

including written reports, discussion, and debate.



Results
In December the students were asked to fill out a questionnaire related to the general content and

goals of H3 English education. Issues related to Science English were included, as well. 133 H3

students out of a total of 166 responded. Their results are as follows:

® With regard to reading ability, about 55% replied that they felt able to read and understand English
articles of advanced content. About 13% said they did not.

® With regard to listening comprehension, 28% answered that they felt confident of their ability to
understand English speaking of advanced content. 33%, on the other hand, said that they weren’t
confident.

® 56% of the respondents said that they felt able to express their ideas and opinions in written English,
while 26% said they didn’t. On the other hand, 57% said that they felt confident in their ability to
write a formal English essay compared to 17% that said that they didn’t.

® 339% of respondents answered that they felt able to express their opinions or respond to those of
others in spoken English. 41% said that they did not.

® Finally, regarding English projects involving critical thought such as formal essays or speeches,
discussion, and debate, 57% expressed confidence in their ability therein, while 17% said that they
didn’t feel able to do them.

(EF{f - #REE & RE]

Analysis

Despite the large number of absentees (mostly from the upper grades), it can be ascertained from the
above results that our greatest successes were in reading, writing, and development of critical thought.
Considering the many limiting factors on our usual Science English projects and events that occurred
during the past couple of years, such as last year’s remote learning, the cancellation of last year’s debate
tournament, and the greater emphasis on grammar in this year’s curriculum, the latter result in particular
is both a surprise and a relief.

Finally, we must consider what areas need improvement. Students indicated the least confidence in
their listening comprehension ability. That result seems rather ironic, especially considering their
performance on the Common Test, but it’s clear that more attention needs to be focused on listening
practice. Speaking ability also got a comparatively weak result, but it’s doubtful that there is a way to
improve that area that is both practical and realistic under the current circumstances. Overall, if the

questionnaire is an accurate indicator, it can be said that our program has been largely successful.
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