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Goal :

To introduce students to the major types of renewable energies. To profile Japan’ s
position within the context of each energy type. To show the current world state of
each energy type. The basic science of each energy will be explained without
mathematics. Furthermore, the major pros/cons of each energy type will be discussed
Additionally, vocabulary likely to appear on entrance/social science exams in the
future have been included as part of the course. As energy is crucial to Japan s
political economy, students will become familiar with basics of the major alternative
energies being discussed in the Abe Energy Plan of 2013 and that are likely to be
topics in the news and Japanese society for years to come.

How to :

This year, more emphasis will be placed on the visual aspect of the class. The
major types of renewable energies will be introduced and explained in a visual oriented
lecture style manner. Each lecture will have specially chosen graphics intended to
leave an impression on students and to convey meaning of difficult concepts more
clearly. Students will be given copies of the presentation before class to support
the lecture.

Materials/Topics :

Students will be given a specially prepared handout for each class which will
supplement the in—-class visual presentation.
Topics covered include :

Solar Energy, Nuclear Energy, Hydropower, Geothermal Energy, Wind Energy, and
the special topic of The Darvas Gas Fields.

RHIREDT OB : Age Discrimination, Biodiversity and Endangered Species
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Overview and Goal:
This course was based on CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning). In
other words, it had the dual functions:

a. to use science as an environment in which the target language (English)
could be used, giving the students the opportunity to improve their language
skill through hands—on experience,
b. to use English lessons as an opportunity for students to broaden their
understanding of the world of science.

Approach:

Each lesson was based on a particular topic which the students had to research
through some kind of hands—on activity that also involved use of English. Some
lessons involved interviewing other students and interpreting the data thus gained
Others made use of problem solving activities, such as filling in missing information
or putting provided information in the correct order. Several lessons were game-—
like in format, such as card games that required relevant pair matching or ordering
of their content. Moreover, each lesson was concluded with a written composition
from each student in which they gave their impressions regarding what they had
experienced.

Topics:

The course started out with a focus on the self (sleep, dietary habits, the
psychology of colors), moved to a view of the environment (food chains), followed
by how modern society is affected by science and technology (technology in daily
life, 1inventors/inventions), and finally progressed to a broader look at the
universe around us (microcosm vs. macrocosm, the life & death of stars). Starting
with topics that were familiar and intimate helped all of the students get involved,
widening the scope as the course progressed
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