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Due to COVID-19, both the modes of interaction and goals of the class were altered (in addition

to sequence)
Goal: 1) To develop skills that facilitate ability to participate in pre-debate activities 2) To
develop key academic skills including grammar and sentence structures for logical writing 3)
To familiarize students with renewable energies and related issues in the Japanese/World
context.
Core skills include: a) identifying multiple views on a given topic b) search engine proficiency
c) structuring answers d) presenting viewpoints to an audience e) asking/taking questions
regarding presentations f) improving power point techniques.
Modes: Pros/Cons: Text/Image Submission/Individual Presentation to class
Topics (abbreviated list): Restarting of club activities/Elementary school students having
smartphones

Research Questions: Text/Image Submission/Individual Presentation to class
Topics (abbreviated list): Define: Electric Vehicles, Hybrids, ICEs, PHEVs: How many in Japan?
World? What % of electricity is generated from renewable energy by country? What is PM 2.5?




What are the major sources of PM 2.5 in Japan? Which are more environmentally friendly, EVs
or Hybrids in Japan (present situation/in the future)? Should Japan ban ICE production and
sales?

Group Research Projects/Presentation Text/Image Submission/Group Presentation

Topic 1: Renewable Energy Presentation: Solar/Tidal/Wind/Geothermal/Biomass Hydropower
Content: a) Defining the energy b) Status in Japan c¢) Status Worldwide d) Pros/Cons e)

Presentation quiz
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Overview and Goal:

This course was based to a large extent on CLIL (Content and Language Integrated
Learning). In other words, it had the dual functions:

a. to use science as an environment in which the target language (English) could be used,
giving the students the opportunity to improve their language skill through hands-on
experience,

b. to use English lessons as an opportunity for students to broaden their understanding
of the world of science.

Another key element of year 11 Science English was debate. Various debate-related
activities were carried out during the course, culminating in a grade-wide debate
tournament in March.

Approach:

Each CLIL lesson was based on a particular topic which the students had to research



through some kind of hands-on activity that also involved use of English. Some lessons
involved interviewing other students and interpreting the data thus gained. Others made
use of problem solving activities such as filling in missing information or putting provided
information in the correct order. Several lessons were game-like in format, such as card
games that required relevant pair matching or ordering of their content. Moreover, each
lesson was concluded with a written composition from each student in which they gave their
impressions regarding what they had experienced.

Debate-related lessons started with basic concepts such as constructing an argument,
rebuttal, and defense of an argument. Pair, trio, and team debate activities were gradually
introduced as the students’ familiarity increased.

Topics:

The CLIL course started out with a focus on the self (sleep, dietary habits, the
psychology of colors), moved to a view of the environment (food chains), followed by how
modern society is affected by science and technology (technology in daily life,
inventors/inventions), and finally progressed to a broader look at the universe around us
(microcosm vs. macrocosm, the life & death of stars). Starting with topics that were
familiar and intimate helped all of the students get involved, widening the scope as the
course progressed.

Debate practice made use of a wide variety of topics, particular ones that were related
The debate

tournament used the same topic and basic rules as the Winter Cup Debate Tournament held

to the students’ everyday life such as uniforms school lunches, and so on.

in Saitama prefecture (and in which our school debate team participated).
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Overview and Goal:

The main target of the course was English composition, the idea being that increasing
the students’ ability in this regard would make them better able to write scientific reports
in English.

Approach:
The approach differed by grade. In the very beginning all classes continued in the

Vision Quest II textbook, but additional material was added for one lesson per week, and
from the second half of the first semester only grade-specific material was used. In the
advanced classes students were given a choice between two courses. In one, lessons
focused initially on Japanese to English translation in order to increase students’
familiarity with English expressions. Gradually, the focus was switched to free
composition, with many exercises timed in order to facilitate writing speed. In the other,
as well as in the general classes, the focus was more on English mechanics such as grammar
and idioms.

From the second semester, the lessons were divided into electives, with each teacher
offering a specialized course that was available to all students regardless of their initial
grade. Courses included essay composition, Common Test grammar, long passage reading
comprehension, and listening.

All of the grades were required to write periodic es says in order to help them improve
both their paragraph writing ability and their critical thinking.

Topics:

Topics included current science-related issues (hard or soft science) drawn from either
the news media or various supplementary sources. As much as possible, topics were
chosen that were relatable to the students’ life, such as psychology.

Result:

In December the students were given a Can-Do questionnaire. With regard to reading
comprehension, the overwhelming majority (48% of all respondents) said that their reading
ability had progressed at least to the level of Eiken grade 2 and a similar number (44% of
all respondents) said they were able to read English news articles to a considerable extent.
However, only 34% said that they were confident in their ability to read textbook passages
aloud, with 44% saying they had little or no confidence therein. With regard to listening,
53% said their level had progressed at least to Eiken grade 2, and 71% said that they were
confident in their ability to score well on the listening section of the Common Test.
However, only 31% said they felt able to listen to another person’s opinion and respond to
it. With regard to speaking, only 23% felt they were able to read a long pa S S age and
summarize its content verbally, but more than twice that number (48%) felt they were
capable of conversing in English. Finally, with regard to writing, an equal number (55%)
felt confident both in their ability to write an essay on a given theme and their ability to
do so within a designated time period. Around the same number also said they were able
to score well on the writing section of the GTEC test. Finally, with regard to projects and
supplementary study, the overwhelming majority of the respondents said that they had
passed their target Eiken grade. However, a large number (73%) expressed dissatisfaction
with activities such as discussion and debate, feeling that their ability had made
insufficient progress. Moreover, only 8% said they felt confident in their ability to take an
English interview test.
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I really enjoyed talking with PLC students. 1’ d like to introduce Japanese culture
to them and also, I’ d like to do other activities even we couldn’ t meet in person.

This experience became a symbol of “corona pandemic” for me.
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Debate Topic

Resolved: That the Japanese Government should ban the production and
sales of fossil fueled cars, including hybrid cars, by 2035.
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